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PARTICIPANT BRIEFING
AGIP event on the sidelines of CSW69/Beijing+30

Resisting the rollback: Strengthening action on girl-centered accountability
Co-hosted with Government of Canada, Government of Sierra Leone, UNFPA
Date & Time: Friday, March 14, 2025 | 15:00-17:00 EST
Venue: Orange Café at UNFPA Headquarters - 605, 3" Avenue, New York City
Please note that the first 30 minutes are reserved for refreshments and networking
Event webpage: https://tinyurl.com/AGIPEventCSW69

BACKGROUND
The 30th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA) comes at a critical juncture marked by shifting
political leadership, increasing rollbacks on girls’ rights, and shrinking resources for social development.

As world leaders convene at CSW69 in March 2025, the Adolescent Girls Investment Plan (AGIP) calls for
renewed accountability on girl-centered commitments made in the BPfA and subsequent global policy
frameworks. This moment demands urgent action to safeguard and advance investments in adolescent girls'
rights, ensuring their meaningful inclusion in formal accountability mechanisms.

Over the past two years, AGIP has been working closely with governments and other allies to establish
a dedicated multi-stakeholder group that champions girls' leadership and girl-centered accountability. At
the Summit of the Future Action Days in September 2024, AGIP launched the Girl-Centered Accountability
Charter and introduced its first Global Accountability Champions from Canada and Sierra Leone. [Read more
here.]
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N Resisting the rollback:
Strengthening action on girl-centered accountability

An event on the sidelines of CSW69 to explore
how we move beyond promises and strengthen
girl-centred accountability mechanisms that
ensure investments and policies truly serve
adolescent girls.

Schedule: Friday 14 March 2025, 15.00-17.00 EST
Venue: UNFPA, New York
Participation: By registration only
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EVENT OVERVIEW
This event will spotlight the critical need for girl-centered accountability, featuring:
o The launch of AGIP-ICRW latest research on girl-centered accountability.
o A multi-stakeholder panel discussion on strategies to protect and advance girls' inclusion in
accountability processes.
e Spotlight interventions sharing key recommendations to strengthen girls’ participation in formal
accountability frameworks.


https://tinyurl.com/AGIPEventCSW69
https://adolescent-girls-plan.org/2024/09/19/beyond-commitments-championing-a-new-girl-centred-accountability-charter-2/
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Attendees will also be invited to endorse the Girl-Centered Accountability Charter, a concise eight-point
framework urging stakeholders to move beyond commitments and take concrete action in adopting girl-
centered accountability.

EVENT ACCESS
e On-site: All participants need to register using this RSVP link latest by 12th March EOD. All speakers
and registered participants will receive a QR code at least 24 hours in advance. All event attendees
are required to carry a photo ID and present the QR code at the lobby to gain entry.
e  Online: The event will be livestreamed via Zoom with interpretation in French and Spanish on this
link. https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/86113521499?pwd=aFIOT51ipKEHcUAKPyJJkgzbdTs1Ql.1

MEDIA GUIDELINES

Please note that this is a public event by registration. All attendees joining the event are entering a space where
there will be photography and videography. When taking photos, recording videos, capturing quotes, and
posting on social media, please prioritize the safety, privacy, and dignity of speakers and participants. There
will be an opportunity for group photo at the end of the event.

OUR VALUES OF ENGAGEMENT

o AGIP requires all speakers and participants to uphold our values of engagement of mindfulness, respect,
empathy, care, active listening, non-judgement, and confidentiality and ensure that we are keeping
ourselves and each other safe during the interaction.

e AGIP firmly believes that young people are experts in their own rights, have invaluable contributions and
must be treated as equal stakeholders in decision-making spaces that impact their lives.

HIGH-LEVEL AGENDA
Time Duration | Section Activity

Refreshments and networking

15:30-15:35 5 min Opening Opening & welcome remarks

15:35- 15:55 20 min Context- setting AGIP-ICRW Research launch: Girl-led accountability [15 min]

About Accountability Champions Platform [5 min]

15:55-16:40 45 min Multi-stakeholder | Opening intervention by UNFPA [5 min]

panel on girl-
centered
accountability

Panel discussion [40 min]

Re-envisioning what government accountability looks like in the
current context of increasing rollbacks and shrinking funds and
discussing strategies to strengthen action and collective advocacy on
girl-centered accountability

16:40-16:50 10 mins Spotlight Recommendations on strengthening accountability for girls’
intervention/ rights in rapidly changing political context

Intervention from
the floor

16:50-17:00 10 min Closing Closing intervention and thanks



https://forms.office.com/r/Pai6ELQdtg
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86113521499?pwd=aFlOT51ipKEHcUAKPyJJkgzbdTs1QI.1
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AGIP Speakers e Kathleen Sherwin, AGIP Co-chair and CSEQ, Plan International

and co- e Radhika Uppal, Senior Technical Specialist- Gender & Development, ICRW
moderators e Sandra Cheah, Adolescent girl leader, USA, Plan International

e Zack Fowler, Co-CEO, AMPLIFY Girls

Panellists e Giovanna Basso, Youth leader, Brazil, Women Deliver

e  Patrica Pefia, Associate Assistant Deputy Minister, International Assistance
Partnerships and Programming Branch, Global Affairs Canada

e [sata Mahoi- Minister of Gender and Children’s Affairs, Sierra Leone

e Maliha Khan, President and CEO, Women Deliver

Opening and e Leyla Sharafi, Chief of the Gender, Human Rights, and Inclusion Branch, UNFPA
spotlight e Princess, Adolescent girl leader, Philippines, Plan International
interventions

SPEAKER PROFILES
Opening and spotlight interventions

1. Leyla Sharafi is the Chief, Gender and Human Rights Branch, Technical Division at UNFPA. Her international
work experience spans 20 years at the United Nations including at UNFPA, and with the civil society
sector. She has worked and engaged with diverse partners around the world, including in Egypt, Ghana, and
the Caribbean to promote human rights and social justice. Ms. Leyla has been instrumental in elevating the
importance of applying gender transformative approaches to UNFPA's programmes, including by promoting
women's agency and positive masculinities. During her time at UNFPA, Leyla's dedication to promoting the
rights of Persons with Disabilities has helped the organization solidify its commitment to disability inclusion
most notably through UNFPA's We Decide Programme and the implementation of the UN Disability
Inclusion  Strategy  (UNDIS). Furthermore, at the Executive Office of the Secretary-
General where Leyla worked, she supported the launch of the Spotlight Initiative and has also led women's
economic empowerment initiatives at UNIFEM and UNDESA.

2. Princess is an adolescent girl leader from the Philippines a member of Plan International’s Global Young
Influencer Group advocating for girls’ rights, sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), and the
prevention of teenage pregnancy. Through the program of Plan International Pilipinas' Girls Challenge Grant,
she has directly engaged with girls in her community, addressing the critical issue of adolescent pregnancy.
At 14, she began raising awareness on these issues in her municipality in Occidental Mindoro as part of a
local youth committee. Through dialogues with local government offices, she successfully lobbied for a Php
300,000 (Usd 5,200) livelihood project for 30 individuals, school supplies for 200 students, including teenage
mothers, and SRHR awareness sessions reaching over 2,000 residents in island communities and Indigenous
Peoples' areas. Her commitment extends beyond local action, as she actively contributes as a Global Young
Influencer program of Plan International. She also co-hosts the monthly Bidang Bulilit (Children are Stars)
radio program, discussing issues affecting children and youth. In 2023, she authored a resolution urging
municipalities and barangays to allocate funding for protection and development programs addressing
teenage pregnancy, which was later adopted as an official ordinance. Princess was recognized for her
leadership as "Little Mayor" on the International Day of the Girl 2024.

Panellist and moderator

3. Giovanna Basso is a young feminist leader from Brazil. She is currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree from
Minerva University and traveling the world. She is also a Women Deliver Young Leader and joined the
Women Deliver Youth Planning Committee to organize the Youth Pre-Conference in Kigali, Rwanda, in 2023.
Moreover, at seventeen, Giovanna published a book titled “Adolé Sente” (Adolescent) in four countries.
Giovanna is also a founding member of the Global Fund For Women'’s Adolescent Girls Advisory Council, a
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partnership of girls who fight for gender justice with feminist philanthropy, and granted over one million
USD to girl-led organizations. Her mission is to show the world what happens when we give money to girls.
She also created a scholarship fund for adolescent girls in Latin America and is passionate about the arts,
languages, genealogy, etiquette, books, and deep conversations. Giovanna is also part of the Girls Deliver
Advisory Group - an adolescent / young person group convened by the Girls Deliver initiative currently
working on narratives surrounding AGs, which will be convening in a hybrid space at CSW69.

Dr. Isata Mahoi is the Minister of Gender and Children’s Affairs for Sierra Leone, brings over 20 years of
operational and research experience to her role. Her specialties are in the areas of gender inclusion and
women’s empowerment, social risk management, monitoring and evaluation, and peace and reconciliatory
processes. Prior to her appointment as Minister, she was an active Civil Society advocate and lecturer. Dr.
Isata holds an MSc in Development Economics and International Cooperation from the University of Rome,
and a PhD in Economic Policy from the Catholic University of Milan.

Maliha Khan is currently the President and CEO, Women Deliver. Dr. Khan has dedicated over thirty years
to advancing gender equality, starting her career in Pakistan by advocating for girls’ and women's inclusion
in male-dominated development projects. She has held leadership roles in program design, implementation,
and evaluation at organizations such as Care and Oxfam, and was previously head of programs at Malala
Fund before joining Women Deliver. Committed to addressing the sector’s colonial and racist legacies, Dr.
Khan strives for systemic change. She holds a PhD from the State University of New York and an MA from
Quaid-i-Azam University, with a background in academia as a former Associate Professor. Her experiences
reinforce her belief in the necessity of representing the most vulnerable girls and women to achieve
meaningful global change.

Patrica Peia is currently the Associate Assistant Deputy Minister, International Assistance Partnerships
and Programming Branch, Global Affairs Canada. In this role, she leads a multi-faceted team at Global
Affairs Canada responsible for the delivery of Canada’s international assistance, and increasing impact,
innovation and engagement with a wide range of partners, including in the areas of development finance,
and social and economic development. Since joining the Government of Canada in 2007, she held a number
of senior positions at Global Affairs Canada and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). She
served as Canada’s Ambassador to Chile (2017-2020), Director General Foreign Policy and Director General
Economic Development. From 2007 to 2011, Patricia held various policy and operational positions at CIDA,
including as Director Democratic Governance and Human Rights, and Director of Economic Development
and Natural Resources. Patricia Pefia has an undergraduate degree in Political Science from the University
of Toronto and a Master's degree at the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Sandra Cheah is an adolescent girl leader with Plan International USA. She is an undergraduate student at
the University of Pennsylvania. She is passionate about the potential artificial intelligence (Al) has in society
but is equally concerned about the misuse of Al, especially as it pertains to women and girls online. Sandra
has studied abroad in Lisbon, Portugal to further her interests in multilateral institutions and world
government. She is interested in the geopolitical implications of Al’s prevalence and how we can create
effective and inclusive policies, laws, and programming for its implementation to advance gender equality.
Sandra joined Plan USA as a Youth Leadership Academy participant back in 2020 and joined the Youth
Advisory Board in 2022. She was a member of Plan International’s Global Young Influencer Group and Girls
Get Equal Group, for which she co-wrote a petition with over 40,000 signatures globally calling for increased
digital literacy, co-created a list of recommendations for Meta platforms to combat online gender-based
violence, and advised the annual State of the World Girls Report.
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Kathleen Sherwin is the co-chair of AGIP and Chief Strategy and Engagement Officer at Plan International.
Kathleen brings over 25 years of expertise in girl-centered advocacy and programming. At Plan International,
she oversees 14 departments and 125+ staff across the world and serves as the primary external
representative and spokesperson for the organization. She is also an advisor and champion to the World
Economic Forum's Women's Health Initiative, SheDecides Champion, and an active board member of
PMNCH, ICSC, Generation Unlimited, and Unlock the Future Coalition. Kathleen holds an M.B.A. from NYU
Stern and a certificate from Harvard Law School's Program on Negotiation for Senior Executives. She is
passionate about advancing gender equality, SRHR, and women and girls health and rights.

Radhika Uppal is the Senior Technical Specialist in Gender and Development at ICRW, Asia, with over eight
years of experience in livelihoods, economic empowerment, and adolescent health. She specializes in
research, monitoring, and evaluation, using qualitative and mixed methods, and has worked with
organizations like PSI, Social Impact, and Azad Foundation.

Zack Fowler is the Co-CEO of AMPLIFY Girls, an international network of African organizations committed
to building adolescent girls' agency. A nonprofit professional with dedication to localization, Zack has over
ten years of experience supporting community initiatives in health and gender across four continents. He
holds degrees in Global Health and Cultural Anthropology from Duke University and is a recipient of the
Benjamin N. Duke Scholarship and the Paul Farmer Award for Justice and Social Responsibility. He currently
lives near Seattle, Washington.
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