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1.OVERVIEW

The Fourth International Conference on Financing for Development (FfD4) will be held in
FIBES Sevilla Exhibition and Conference Centre from 30 June to 3 July 2025. FfD4 will assess
the progress made in the implementation of previous FfD outcomes to date, namely the
Monterrey Consensus (2002), the Doha Declaration (2008) and the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda (2015).

FfD4 provides a unique opportunity to reform financing at all levels, including to support
reform of the international financial architecture and addressing financing challenges
preventing the urgently needed investment push for the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

The decisions made in FfD4 will have intergenerational impacts, namely on the lives of
the 1.8 billion young people in the world today, 90% of whom live in developing
countries.

The Adolescent Girls Investment Plan (AGIP) is a global, intergenerational, feminist coalition
with members working with and for adolescent girls across advocacy, research, and at
community level. Several members of AGIP will be joining FfD4 in person, and many more
engaged virtually. AGIP has leveraged its coalition-wide expertise to put together this
advocacy brief, providing up-to-date facts and statistics on the state of financing for
adolescent girls and to strengthen collective action for greater investment in their
futures.



https://financing.desa.un.org/ffd4
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.198_11.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Doha_Declaration_FFD.pdf
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/publications/aaaa-outcome.html
https://www.un.org/esa/ffd/publications/aaaa-outcome.html
https://adolescent-girls-plan.org/

2. KEY FACTS AND STATISTICS

2.1 CURRENT CONTEXT

* In 2020, global inequality increased for the first time in 30 years.’

e Despite increasing advocacy for gender equity,the percentage of ODA
targeting adolescents and gender equality has declined for the past four
consecutive years—dropping from6.18% in 2019 to 4.76% in 20227 In
2025, we are already witnessing unprecedented rollbacks on funding for
such programmes.

* The financial gap to achieve the 2030 Agenda, which was estimated at $2.5
trillion per year in 2015, has now grown to over $4 trillion per year.?

* Recent cuts of $12 billion annually to ODA could mean $5 billion less for
advancing gender equality, further threatening progress amid a growing
global anti-rights movement.*

* Nearly 40% of countries classified as developing by the UN — 52 in total —
are grappling with severe debt distress. On average, these countries spent
42% of their budgets on debt repayments in 2024.> In 16 countries, debt
repayments were five times higher than spending on education.®

* In 2024, the 10 countries with the most significant barriers to girls'
education spent on average four times more on debt servicing than on
education. These countries are home to 32 million out-of-school girls (a
quarter of the total).’

* Most lower income governments are falling far short of the funding needed
to ensure all children can access 12 years of education. Global benchmarks
call for 20% of national budgets or 6% of GDP to be allocated to
education.? But in 2024, lower-income countries spent an average of just
13.7% of their budgets and 4.5% of GDP — both down from previous years.

2.2 CASE FOR INVESTING IN ADOLESCENT GIRLS

* Education fuels economic growth- each additional year of secondary
education increases a girl's future earnings by10-20%, while every $1
invested in girls' education generates almost three times as much
return i.e.$2.80 returnin GDP.’

e Africa alone could see 10x returns on investments in adolescent girls,
according to the latest World Bank report."

* Failure to act is costly- the global cost of inaction on adolescent girls'
education and empowerment is estimated at$110 trillion over 27 years,"
impacting 80% of the world’'s population.

e Closing gender gaps in secondary education could add $15-30 trillion
annually to the global economy."
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/10/05/global-progress-in-reducing-extreme-poverty-grinds-to-a-halt
https://adolescent-girls-plan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Investing-In-Girls-2022-Report.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/diaemisc2023d6_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/diaemisc2023d6_en.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/mediabank.plan-international.org/pages/download.php?ref=242918&ext=pdf&alternative=49725&noattach=true&k=&iaccept=on
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/mediabank.plan-international.org/pages/download.php?ref=242918&ext=pdf&alternative=49725&noattach=true&k=&iaccept=on
https://unctad.org/publication/world-of-debt
https://unctad.org/publication/world-of-debt
https://www.development-finance.org/files/UNESCO_Debt_and_Education_Briefing_FInal_301024.pdf
https://malala.org/news-and-voices/malala-fund-calls-on-g20-to-reform-debt-in-new-policy-brief
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.%20php?page=view&type=400&nr=2051&menu=35
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.%20php?page=view&type=400&nr=2051&menu=35
https://plan-international.org/publications/the-case-for-holistic-investment-in-girls/
https://plan-international.org/publications/the-case-for-holistic-investment-in-girls/
https://plan-international.org/publications/the-case-for-holistic-investment-in-girls/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/pathways-to-prosperity-for-adolescent-girls-in-africa
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/adolescents-in-a-changing-world---the-case-for-urgent-invesment.pdf
https://www.ungei.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/High-Cost-of-Not-Educating-Girls-2018-eng.pdf
https://www.ungei.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/High-Cost-of-Not-Educating-Girls-2018-eng.pdf
https://www.ungei.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/High-Cost-of-Not-Educating-Girls-2018-eng.pdf
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3. KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES vestment Plan
AND CALLS TO ACTION \ }

1.Invest in girls’ and young women's futures
¢ Increase public investment to improveaccess to financial services, social protection, healthcare
(including SRHR), quality education, care systems, and GBV prevention and response, especially
for marginalised adolescent girls.
e Recognise thatgender justice cannot be achieved without economic justice. Financing decisions
must account for the unique economic challenges girls face.

2. Shift power and resources to local and youth-led feminist movements

e Any efforts towards shifting power must be accompanied with meaningful shift in resources too.
Governments, funders, and the private sector must deliver multi-year, flexible, and accessible
funding, as well as non-financial support, toyouth-led feminist organisations.

e Shifting power to local, girl- and youth-led groupsensures more equitable, impactful, and
sustainable development outcomes.

3. Ensure gender-responsive financing and accountability
e Safeguard and prioritise gender-responsive budgetingfor social services in FfD4 outcomes. This
includesexplicit commitments to involve girl- and youth-led organisationsin budget
formulation, implementation, and accountability processes.
e Strengthenmonitoring and accountabilitywithgender-disaggregated data,transparency
measures, and clear mechanisms to track how financing benefits women and girls.

4. Address debt and unlock fiscal space for gender equality
¢ Unsustainable debt undermines gender and climate justice, trapping countries in cycles of
borrowing and preventing critical investment in girls' wellbeing.
e Debt relief mechanismsshould be leveraged to expand fiscal space for essential public services
like girls’ education, maternal health, and social protection.
¢ Ensure the voices of youth and girls are includedin decisions onfinancial architecture reform,
especially at early stages of debt negotiationsand design of development financing instruments.

5. Reimagine the global financial system through a gender equality lens

e This is a critical moment toreshape global financial systemsto be more just, inclusive, and
accountable. A gender-transformative approach must be central to FfD4 outcomes and follow-up
processes.

4. CONCLUSION

The alarming decline in funding, growing political and social pushback, and the exclusion of
girls from decision-making threaten decades of progress. Now is the time for governments,
donors, and global actors to double down on commitments, fund adolescent girl-centred
initiatives, and ensure accountability for sustained impact.

AGIP urges policymakers and funders to take bold,
immediate steps to invest in, include, and empower adolescent girls—
because when girls thrive, we all prosper.
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JOINING FfD4 IN-PERSON? \ }

Chﬁck out the following AGIP and member events on financing for gender-justice and girls’
rights

Financing Futures: Centring Education in International Financial Architecture Reform
Wednesday 2 July 2025, 8:30 am-10:00 am | Setas Building, Viewpoint floor

Partners: Malala Fund, Fe y Alegria Internacional, FEMNET, Latindadd, GPE

Register to attend in-person or online at mala.la/ffd2025

To Invest in the Future, Invest in Children - A Dialogue on Evidence-Based Financing
Mechanisms that Best Deliver for Children

Wednesday 2 July 2025, 8:30 am-10:00 am | FIBES, Side event room 9

Partners: Save the Children, World Vision, SOS Children Villages, Child Fund Alliance

On the Frontlines of Change: What Youth-Led Organizations need for Advancing
Sustainable, Just and Equitable Societies

Wednesday 2 July 2025, 4:30 pm-6:00 pm | FIBES, Side event room 19

Partners: UNGEI, UN Foundation, UN Youth Office, Restless Development - Walking the Talk,
Young Feminist Caucus, Republic of Malawi, Ireland.

Resourcing Adolescent Girls' Rights: Building A Toolkit for Just Futures

Thursday 3 July 2025, 12:30 pm -2:00 pm | FIBES, Side event room 6

Partners: Plan International, Malala Fund, UNGEI, GAGE, ICRW, AGIP, IPPF, Government of
Chile | Register here: http://tinyurl.com/JustFuturesFfD4
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INTERESTED IN TAKING THIS FURTHER? Join AGIP’s efforts on girl-centered accountability:
1.Learn more about AGIP's Accountability Champions Platform, endorse the Girl-Centered Accountability Charter, and
invite governments to sign-on to become a Champion.
2.Have facts you'd like to include or suggestions, ideas, or questions on advancing girl-centred accountability? Write to
Pooja at psingh-consultant@icrw.org
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http://mala.la/ffd2025
https://adolescent-girls-plan.org/2024/09/19/beyond-commitments-championing-a-new-girl-centred-accountability-charter-2/
mailto:psingh-consultant@icrw.org
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/10/05/global-progress-in-reducing-extreme-poverty-grinds-to-a-halt
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/10/05/global-progress-in-reducing-extreme-poverty-grinds-to-a-halt
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/10/05/global-progress-in-reducing-extreme-poverty-grinds-to-a-halt
https://adolescent-girls-plan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Investing-In-Girls-2022-Report.pdf
https://adolescent-girls-plan.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Investing-In-Girls-2022-Report.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/diaemisc2023d6_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/publication/world-of-debt
https://unctad.org/publication/world-of-debt
https://www.development-finance.org/files/UNESCO_Debt_and_Education_Briefing_FInal_301024.pdf
https://malala.org/news-and-voices/malala-fund-calls-on-g20-to-reform-debt-in-new-policy-brief
https://malala.org/news-and-voices/malala-fund-calls-on-g20-to-reform-debt-in-new-policy-brief
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.%20php?page=view&type=400&nr=2051&menu=35
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https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/pathways-to-prosperity-for-adolescent-girls-in-africa
https://www.worldbank.org/en/region/afr/publication/pathways-to-prosperity-for-adolescent-girls-in-africa
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/adolescents-in-a-changing-world---the-case-for-urgent-invesment.pdf
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/adolescents-in-a-changing-world---the-case-for-urgent-invesment.pdf
https://www.ungei.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/High-Cost-of-Not-Educating-Girls-2018-eng.pdf
https://www.ungei.org/sites/default/files/2021-02/High-Cost-of-Not-Educating-Girls-2018-eng.pdf

