
The Second World Summit for Social Development (WSSD2) aims to address the gaps and
recommit to the 1995 Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and the
Programme of Action and its implementation and give momentum towards the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  
 
In a world facing deepening inequalities, demographic shifts, and rapid technological and
environmental changes, the Second World Summit for Social Development provides a
crucial platform for global dialogue and collaborative action. It is a unique space for
leaders from governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations,
civil society, the private sector, academic institutions, and the UN system to engage on
social development issues at the highest level and advance social progress, ensuring that
no one is left behind in our global sustainable development journey. 

The decisions made in WSSD2 will have intergenerational impacts, namely on the
lives of the 1.8 billion young people in the world today, 90% of whom live in
developing countries.  
 
The Adolescent Girls Investment Plan (AGIP) is a global, intergenerational, feminist
coalition with members working with and for adolescent girls across advocacy, research,
and at community level.  Several members of AGIP will be joining WSSD2 in person.

AGIP has leveraged its coalition-wide expertise to put together this advocacy brief,
providing up-to-date facts and statistics on the state of financing for adolescent
girls and to strengthen collective action for greater investment in their futures. 
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https://social.desa.un.org/world-summit-2025/history
https://adolescent-girls-plan.org/


In 2020, global inequality increased for the first time in 30 years.1 

Despite increasing advocacy for gender equity, the percentage of ODA
targeting adolescents and gender equality has declined for the past four
consecutive years dropping from 6.18% in 2019 to 4.76% in 2022.  In 2025,
we are already witnessing unprecedented rollbacks on funding for such
programmes. 
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The financial gap to achieve the 2030 Agenda, which was estimated at $2.5
trillion per year in 2015, has now grown to over $4 trillion per year.  3

Recent cuts of $12 billion annually to ODA could mean $5 billion less for
advancing gender equality, further threatening progress amid a growing
global anti-rights movement.  4

Nearly 40% of countries classified as developing by the UN 52 in total are
grappling with severe debt distress. On average, these countries spent 42%
of their budgets on debt repayments in 2024.  In 16 countries, debt
repayments were five times higher than spending on education.  
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In 2024, the 10 countries with the most significant barriers to girls'
education spent on average four times more on debt servicing than on
education. These countries are home to 32 million out-of-school girls (a
quarter of the total).7 

Most lower income governments are falling far short of the funding needed
to ensure all children can access 12 years of education. Global
benchmarks call for 20% of national budgets or 6% of GDP to be allocated
to education.  But in 2024, lower-income countries spent an average of just
13.7% of their budgets and 4.5% of GDP both down from previous years. 
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2. KEY FACTS AND STATISTICS
2.1 CURRENT CONTEXT

2.2 RIGHTS-BASED AND ECONOMIC CASE FOR INVESTING
IN ADOLESCENT GIRLS

The global cost of inaction on adolescent girls' education and empowerment
is estimated at $110 trillion over 27 years (2024-50)⁹, impacting 80% of the
world’s population.  
Every dollar invested in adolescent girls' empowerment can generate more
than a tenfold return¹⁰ in economic impact. 
With evidence-informed investments and support, adolescent girls could
unlock an additional $2.4 trillion  income, driving Africa’s economic
transformation.  

11

In India, a USD 33 billion annual investment in adolescent health, education,
reducing child marriage, etc., could yield USD 476 billion/year¹² in return,
boosting GDP by 10.1% on average. 
UNICEF finds that investing USD 1 billion in interventions like adolescent-
friendly SRHR services, cash transfers, and parenting support in low-/middle-
income countries yields over a 4× return¹³ on investment. 
In the Asia-Pacific region (five countries), scaling up programs to prevent
adolescent pregnancy and child marriage (to 95% coverage) could generate
USD 13.4 billion¹⁴ in economic benefits by 2050, with returns ranging up to
$9.80 per $1 invested. 



3. KEY ADVOCACY MESSAGES
AND CALLS TO ACTION  
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1. Invest in girls’ and young women’s futures
Increase public investment to improve access to financial services, social protection,
healthcare (including SRHR), quality education, care systems, and GBV prevention and
response, especially for marginalized adolescent girls. 
Recognize that gender justice cannot be achieved without economic justice. Financing
decisions must account for the unique economic challenges girls face. 

2. Shift power and resources to local and youth-led feminist movements 
Any efforts towards shifting power must be accompanied with meaningful shift in
resources too. Governments, funders, and the private sector must deliver multi-year,
flexible, and accessible funding, as well as non-financial support, to youth-led feminist
organisations. 
Shifting power to local, girl- and youth-led groups ensures more equitable, impactful,
and sustainable development outcomes. 

3. Ensure responsive financing and accountability 
Safeguard and prioritize gender-responsive budgeting for social services in WSSD2
outcomes. This includes explicit commitments to involve girl- and youth-led
organisations in budget formulation, implementation, and accountability processes. 
Strengthen monitoring and accountability with gender-disaggregated
data, transparency measures, and clear mechanisms to track how financing benefits
women and girls.  

4. Address debt and unlock fiscal space for gender equality 
Unsustainable debt undermines gender and climate justice, trapping countries in
cycles of borrowing and preventing critical investment in girls' wellbeing. 
Debt relief mechanisms should be leveraged to expand fiscal space for essential public
services like girls’ education, maternal health, and social protection. 
Ensure the voices of youth and girls are included in decisions on financial architecture
reform, especially at early stages of debt negotiations and design of development
financing instruments. 

5. Reimagine the global financial system through a gender equality lens 
This is a critical moment to  reshape global financial systems to be more just, inclusive,
and accountable. A gender-transformative approach must be central to WSSD2 outcomes
and follow-up processes. 

4. CONCLUSION: A CALL FOR URGENT AND BOLD ACTION 

AGIP urges governments and funders to make bold commitments to invest in
adolescent girls at WSSD2, and to practice girl-centered accountability for the gender
financing commitments made recently at the Fourth International Conference on
Financing for Development. Because when girls thrive, we all prosper!

The alarming decline in funding, growing political and social pushback, and the exclusion of girls
from decision-making threaten decades of progress. Now is the time for governments, donors,
and global actors to double down on commitments, fund adolescent girl-centered initiatives, and
ensure accountability for sustained impact.
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JOINING WSSD2 IN PERSON?
Join the following events co-hosted by AGIP members and other stakeholders, focused on investing
in girls’ rights. Check out the official schedule here. 

Resourcing Adolescent Girls: Sustainable Solutions Towards Financing Girls’ Rights 
Tuesday 4 November, 15:00-16:15, Room 3 
Malala Fund, Plan International, UNGEI, GAGE, AGIP, Government of Chile I Register here
 
Structural Approaches to Social Development, Leadership Initiatives for Women and
Girls 
Tuesday 4 November, 16:45-18:00, Room 103 
The Inclusivity Project, UN Women 

Invest in Women and Girls to Drive Meaningful Change Across All Sustainable
Development Goals 
Wednesday 5 November, 11:30-12:45, Room 7 
Spotlight Initiative, Qatar Fund for Development 

Decent Work and Employment Opportunities: Action-Oriented Approaches to Empower
Future Generations of Women and Girls 
Wednesday 5 November, 13:15-14:30, Room 1 
International Presentation Association, Swiss Confederation, Soroptimist International, UNANIMA
International, NGO Committee for Social Development 

Addressing Structural Inequalities Through Girls’ Education for Inclusive Social
Development
Wednesday 5 November, 15:00-16:15, Room 12 
Plan International, ChildFund Alliance, Save the Children International, SOS Children’s Villages
International, Malala Fund

Addressing Impediments to Social Development: Empowerment of Women and Girls 
Thursday 6 November, 13:15-14:30, Room 13 
Eritrea Permanent Mission 

Can't join in-person? Check out these girl-centered virtual events by Plan International.
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